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COLLYWmo™Ul  Aly I, THADE

wething that's been going on in this village for hundreds of years -a
trede that is known all over th: country and even in America.

The picture we're looking at is known as a foxhole in tne trade, ano when
u're working down the guarry you say you're going down the foxhole tu
ork. FMuxes aon't normpally ge down in shat hole, they live in the side,
clef4e in the rock. You can always smell if there's been one down there.
W you'll see Collyweston is buildt on stone. There's only roughly sboua®
en inches of soil, and then you get four or five feet uf crash or kole
w3 we call 1%, no earthly goud nowadays because in the olden days it was
used f_or roadmaxing, but of course there's different materials used nowe.
Taen just below that you get a thin layer .f Cellywest.n sand, or Norihamp-
somsh.ore sand as the geological pecple call it, and you'll noctice ths™ vou
et those shell-like objeects, which are knuwn as pot lids, and they were
“irst source of slate because they werc nearer the tup of tne ground and
% ¢y were more or less soft and they split casy. They didn't need - -.e
foozt, they more or less split.-on their own accord. Its a similer sord of
<ing o5 the Stonesfield slate in Uxfordshire. Then below that you get
asout four ur five feet of sclid limestune, and tiat furms the eeiling of
~.r ruarry, a very level ceiling which is a feabure of that pardicular
. r.y. Infurtunately the floor is sand and when you're wurking down in &
cwarry you d.n't hifd any m.re sand than you can help, as long as you osn
pe along, dub it duoes restrict toe height fur working, abuut 5'6". In
Géd pizses you can stand upright, and when you're working down a quarry
tuey always say you want to be broke in the bask ur have a ermenent oriock
Zn your neck because'ycvu have to walk with your head on one side. Anyway
you get usee tu it after a few reminders from itne ceiling. Below the
ceiling level,and we work tu a surt of a face, and its more like coai
miniag, and from the celling duwn 1o the floor (about 5'6") its made of a
soft ilimestone near tne ceiling which we call pudden. Iis a sort of a
stone .nat’s scft; you can kncek a hole through it and can't break it.
And then below tuat there is a layer .f blue rag, a very hard stone known
in tne trade as bastard, ard the only use for tnat is to bresk it up and
build pillars tC hold up the ceiling. And all the waste stone and sané is
used for backing up behind you where yu. work, to help support tue oeiling.
wver the years those pillars, although they're made uf tae hardest of
zil rocks they do tend to split. Its ihe pressure from above of course.

The idea is you work under the face in the front of you, and you woerk %o
natural ezts in ibe stone, which one from the left and cne from the rigibe..
isg 1ike pubtiing 2 cut in a big cake at two ancles, and its a similar
sort of thing in stone. If you can imagine working under a large table,
and the slate and %nat is above the table top, and then you're burrowing
underneath woe table, w«hican is .he sand, and as you burrow under, or
fux as we call i%, using foxing pecks...a long-handled single peck or pickia.
you reck away at She sand and burrow underneath, and as you go you set up
some 1ittle stome pillairs all along he frond which are wedged up $ight
ant £§ you go under you set up sume small pillars, or even wooden provs and
she time you're working underneath, .r in faet cutside suo, you %ap the
ing. Ilte simller %0 a railway man,tapping ine ceiling, as tapping the
wheels Of a railwsy engine 3o sse it they’re crasked, and its the same sorg
of thing. Y.u can tell if inere’s any piece of stune un the move, or

gr i%s 0ff, as we call i%, and i you find tha%, you put a prcp under it
or & she.. pilllar, axnd you burrow underneath that +$ill you get where the
twe outs mees, or thereabouts, and all tine tim: you're on the listen, because
vihen you ged it undermined you're more ur less taking away 1%s suppord,
although you've got props under, but tuey tend tu sink a bit and you get
various little sracks and _artioular on the small pillars set zlong the
Froob where ftheyre wedged up with little bits of shale, or thin slate, and
Jou get these little clicks and that's a zure slgn that you're getting
the welght as we call it. That means that the porti n of rock and slate
2oeve you is on the muve, and Lune ideal is tou knock your prups out last thing
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a% night and hope that next morning that you've had a fall. That mesans fae
log ase the stone above has coume eway from toe celling. We call it a fall
in tne brade. At the same time as you're knocking yuur props cut you're all
$a: while listening for — we call it 'talking', which is aciually rending

of une piece frum the other - its pulling away, and we call it talking, and
when you geb knocked out you listen for that and let it hang there. Its
rather a frightening experience because well, there's perheps a oouple of
hundred ten hanging on the ceiling, and you stand against one o these pillars
shat we erseh, and, well, theyire your safety precaution. IBven they have
been xnown to go off with a bang, and that meens that the weighi’s pulling
on tae ceiling and its causing the pressure on the pillars and it really

‘g something — not everybcdy likes it, but you get used ¢ it, and. when 1%
does leave, when ycu get the fall, ther 's an almighty gilenge afterwerds
ard you just sit taere anG say "thank you very much”, Ctherwise if it
doesn't come awsy we have to insert large wedges atb ceiling level and use &
141b or even a 151b hammer to drive tine wedges in. I%s wunat we call savage
amusement. I%'s really hard work because you can't really get 2 proper
swing at it, but it's something else that you get used to, and if there's
one or two of ycu as can use one of tnese things it does help. Well taen
when the fall drops what you have tc do is to test y.ur ceiling above you
t¢ see if any of that has moved, and if you think it's off yuu clear away and
erect another stone pillar, beesause that's what you depend on for your own
safety.

¥ell then you start to break up your fall, sorting out tne rubbich, whieh

is used for walling, and the bastard, which you break up in as large pieces
as pussible to build ;the pillars, and a2ll this is thrown behind you and is
walled up to help support the ceiling. Well then you come %0 the slate
which is usually the bottom layer, and of course its tne last bit o get at.
You've got %o shitt all tne tup 1. get at the bottom. Then you break up

the slate, or tue lug as we call it, in as large piesces as you can manage.
You don’t actually lift anything down there. You mouve it about by wallking,
which is you keep swinging uvne corner round then the other, and spotohing

it up on anvtuer piece of stone until you get where you want to be. I%'s
the sawe when you're erectin®d pillars except for the smell piwoes at the

top which you have to 1ift in to tighten up. 7The log is then broken up and
its wheeled ous as we call it on a flat barrow which we call e shig. You
load the log on the wheel and the handles of the shim are for steering, and you
just trot along those passages and oub t¢ the entrance 1o ivhe quarry or the
foshole., Years ago they used tc¢ have walk-duwn quarries, sloping, sord of a
ramp, and they used to use horses and sometimes they used tu sledge it out
if it was pcssible, ctnerwise they used to have a little horse and cart anda
the cart was known as ithe log-cart, and the horse used to gu down there and
you loaded him up and he took it up to the top.

Well +then when you got it on the top it was laid cut in sort of a rough crazy
paving, end to get frosted. Uume guarries had windlasses like a doublewended
wellerciler with a hendle at cach end, and if yo. get nodded at thebt handle
a1l day and perhaps raise 4G or 50 ton of slate it gives you an appetlibe

for your tea. Anyway you get it up on the tup and it is the acti n of the
fross working on the natural sap in the log that splits i3 along the vein.
The log is an oolitic limestone. It's fissile, whieh mesns it'd sdiit along
the plane or vein as we call it. You do get major clives or veins in which
enzbles vou to split it up into say something about 6" wide, thick, or even less
and of course it depends on what you'vre quarrying. Sometimes you hit a bif
of rough, as we call i%, and another time you get a bit of kind, and sione

is 1like wood. If it's straight grained it'll split fairly easily, and if
it's got 2 twist in 1%, or a knot in, it doesn't go tou well, therefore you
get it in as large piecss as youu can, because you're nct always certain cthat
you'll get it frosted, and 1t'1l go off tue same size as the lug. The ideal
is to get it out in the aft-rnoon and a Jolly guod frost at night %o take
action, and then four or five to follow on - what we ocall ribbers, tc make

s f L 2 ¥ L d 2k tiwr Fe e Teawmd ek wird Al de Aona Av neand ha K



v Jos

xees it wet, pdeticularly tu. .dges, oo% oo omuen tne bop, Bae elges, wae iF

it's a drying day or even a dryins night you've gut to be tiere ana waten it.
towadayr juuw Cunn get mucern sprinklers; but even then they’re not & hundred por
cont, becawse 1f tuw winu changes uuring tue nignt it bl.ows the water the opposite
way tu where you want it very offen. It you've gut a large lot of log laid out
it means t.at $pere’s dwo of yous. ine hias $6 draw or prmp tue wabter out of taoe
pump Or druw tuc weber out of the well and his mate, he's urawing away for dear
life %o keep tioe tank full and hic mate's chucking it away, so $u speake.-a Dit

Irick, but thet's it. If during the nignt you feel that it's begimuing to ;et a
bit slippery, well that's what yiu're hoping enc praying for, because as so n as
it staris to get iced uver as we call i%, then you can leave it and £o back bu

bed. In my time we used tu have tu be ujp all night watering anc yow werc
expected to be at work the next morning just the same. 1t was also done for Just
the love cf the job. hven at weekernds there was no extra pay, it was acceptea

ag part of the jub. .

You want ab.ut a dozen good slates. It just depends un whetuaer its zocd kind
or if its rough. Some of it's got a lot of blue in it whicn is 2 clay, a
coumpressed clay. It takes = lot m.re frost, its a lot harder. You get s:impilar
surd of slate %o this running up through the country from tomerset, Gluucessersiire
(xfordshire, Nourthampionshire and even up into top end uf Decbysiire and
Yorkshire. It's all a similar sort of thing although the oth-rs ar. s bit on
the softer side, and they don't need the frost to sdiit, and Collywestun is
abcut one of t:ue highest points, and it's s .me of the hardest, ia faect : toink
it is the hardest of slate in my experience, and when it was first quarriea at
Callyweston it was found as an o .temop un tne hillside, and iu Collywestun
there’s, oh, several douzens of little bits of land that was surt of fenced off.
They was walled off because all tae waste stone from quarries ihat wasn't necded
d wn below they used to bring up un the top and builh walls. ‘Phere's miles of
stune walls rcund Collywesten and they're all waste fros tne slate g.arries.
Some is slate that never got frusted. rach little bit of land, abo.t 2 acrss,
belonged o different men, and most of the querry owners were conuccted witu
agriculture. They sort of worked ti.e quarries in the wintert.aze and got the
slate out and got it frosted, and then tuey scld it tu the larger firams znd in
the summ.rtime they used to farm tihe land on tne top, grow barley and turnips.

I can remember a lot of them in my time. In my time tuc there was possibly
twelve pits working in the wintertime and ab uit forty or fifty men. “hefarmers,
if they couldn't do any work ¢n the farm tney used to send tneir men down o
act as labourers, and with the guidance of the odd skilled man t.at's how they
&0t tone slate oul. It was accepted as a job for tae winter.

That gives you an idea of the formatis. of th: roek Collywestorn is buillt ud.

hat alsv shows you. We invested in a livtle moter hoist t. nuist cur log to

e top. Ve erected a bit of tubular scaftold:ng and a mob.r nuist, which is
very casy. Iis one of tihe few mechanical aids used in a quarry. 7ine -entlewan
we are looking at belonged to the Geulugical ¥useum from London, wa. Lok must
of the photographs cor the filw we're looking at. It saows yu the pot lid as

I was telling you abiut and there’s also one or twe round to tue lert not stown
on tnis film. HNow when you get lug frusted the next ftiing is ©s clive it, wuicn
means split it along the vein and you fullow the natural eracks in too s%one
round wito a cliving hawmer, which has twu snarp ends, ard y.u .sually nave one
you keep fairly sharp t¢ sdard yvur cracks wivh, thean ovnce yuo .t % gudng you
use 'tothcr end. Ana then yuu split 1o off and its all cluve or clived as we
call it arnd stacked in a heap, and then toe next process you vave a ore: cing
hammer, wnich has three or four purpouses. It has a snarp end oo vt i.r cubtiug
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It bas a Flagt side which we use for dre sing and shaping tiue slate and at
tiather ond we Nave ...it has claws which is used fur dressing the slate, tnat
is sheping. HNormally you straighten up nv side aud tuen you square bue
bottom off and then siraighien the other side. You d n't - - Collyweston
slate is not like a blue slate or a tilc. Jis nut square headed, its random
in shape and that is where tu. art of Collywestun slating c .mes in, puitting the
slates on to make the roof watertight. Its quite a tricky jub. Nowadays in
modern times tne roof is felted for insulaticn purpuses, and very often as a
sort of insurance against the rainhcles, but when I was younger if you did a new
roof and it rained in aftcr you's done it it was a crime, aud no one would
admit that they's done that particular rcof if dhey had to go back again %o it.
But of course you can break a slate when you're working on a r.of znd naturally
you eume in for - there is a risk -~ but normally ovnce thoe rooif''s done 1t

should last a lifetime, and even more. 1 might say at tnis stage hat Ilve

pad 52 years in the trade. I'm still ccnnected. I've three men working. Wy
cwn family as far as we know have been in the village about 50y years or more,
accurding to old aveilable recurds, and as far as we knuw they were connecied
with the trade. I know my grandfather's tather, he was d.wn in the old recurds
as an innkeeper at tne Blue Bell. There's alsc anvituur .ne a man named Bird -
ne was & snosmaker, but he cwned a quarry and there's a field along oiamford
Hoad known as Bird's Close, which used to belong t. this pariicular cobbler.

S it wae more or less shared ocut. :verybody had a bit of land, aud if taey
gcould tney used to quarry i%, and in old reocords they used tu pay a sourt of a
+ithe t, the church, or t¢ the manor landlord, which in tre case uf Collywestun
waes the Lord Exeter of Burghkley House.

When y.u get the glate dressed they're set up in heaps again, and then 1%

used 0 be the boy's job to put a h.le¢ in the head of a slate. He used a tool
with a wooden hendle made of box, usually turned at King's Cliffe years ago,

and he also had a bill which actually was an old file wnich tae local blaucksaith
he drew it out as we call it intu a fairly fine point, ana it had four shoulders
to the poink. It was like a square, set diamond way on, and tnese were fithed
into the bill helve, and if you notice the next picture you hold the slate at

an angle and yuu strike the slate with the point uf your bill, also at an acile.
You dun't peck straizht througn it...try and shoot litile bits out. We sall it
spelshing, and the little bits fly .ut, and then when you gebe..you feel the
point go through, yocu turn your handle and ycu scrd of rime tbe hole out. You
cen get a hole as big as you like by just turnine yo.r wrist, and turn the handlc
and that’s how it's done. That sh.ws the actual hol: made. You c¢an get them

as big as you like. Uf cvurse years ago they wanted biggér holes because Hhey
were fitted - they, the sletes, were hung on the rocf with w oden pegs. Vell
nowadays we use nails of varicus types. It just depends woat is specified by
the architee’, mostly sheridized nails, but in years gone by we used tc have
brass nsils, copper neils, gunmetal nails, galvanized nails, but nowadays most
of them are sheradized. I%'s similar %0 a galvanize. And then when you get you
slates holed they're set up in heaps, and a heap is a slater{s thousand, which
is 1like s baker's dozen. It dsn't vary accuraie, iacre isn's a 1000 slates

in but 145 known as a 10c0. There's so many case of slate and a ocase of glate
iz 4hree. and you put in sc many cace to a heap, and a heap is supposed Lo cover
roughly two squere. A square in slater's peasurement is ten feet by ten feel...
s avnéred sguare feed, and when you go tu a job yuu find out how many squars of
roofing there is and you tzke so many heaps of slate tu du that, If it's a
twenty square job you want ten heaps of slate. It just depenas on what you
want. And %hen when you get them on fhe job - that ploture shuws the heaps of
of the slate — when you get tuem cn tae job you find out Lae depth of the roof
with & rod, and then you part your slates up, using a slater's rule with a lob
of marks, and a lut of weird names. I'll just run them tarcvugh starting froom
+the bottom, the shortest slate, waloch is six inches from the botvtom of the slate
to the hole, is known as an even mope, and you go in this fashion: even Mope,
large mope, even mumford, large munfourd, even job, large Jjud, even short, large
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shcry, even lung 'un, large lung 'un, even shortback, large shurtback, even
micddleback,r large middleback, even longback, large longbagk, and then in ingches,
vacnelors, whidbbets, twelves, fourteem: , sixteens, eighteens, inbows, o thows,
short tons, widdle tens and long tens, and I usually say £1 if you can repeat
it. Ite somathing you learn and never forget. Its anotnor thing that’s been
handed duwn from fath.r 3o son over hundreds ot years, and in my younger days

a slater wouldn't let you even touck his rale. He'd socner break it or set
fire Lo it than let anybody handle it, .r he wouldn't even tell them the nanges ,
but in modern days with going t3 shows and TV programmes, and pevple writing
bovks everybudy knows the names, although they can't use a stiok.

You get the deptin of tne ruof with a rod, and then you part your slates up
into the vari.us sized , and stariios with tae largest slates at the botbua
you work it all out. We set the work out on this rod and that is tae guide
for tne fixing of the slate battens, and if you set it right the hole of the
slate snuild come to the middale of the batten, which is wie batiens are sct
on. You nave tu allow fur lap, which is tne lap of the first slate on %.e head
of the third slate, and Collyweston being nut square neaded yo. have to marry
your slates in su as you can get tne most waterdight Job. %nere & slate has s 1it
it missing un the sice, oune zide, we call it a vwing sno Jdder, we .ave little
bits of shale waich we insert uver the head of thne slate below, which makes a
watertight job. ‘Tnai's une of ¥he tricks and the secrets of the trade. OF
course nowadays wita felt, tney tend %6 run it & bit. Then when yuu get all
the slates sourted out inte the lengths, and yuu get your laths fixed, then you
fix the slates 1o the roeof, startin with the big unes at the bottom, and that
is why when you're quarrying you get as large as you can because if you've got
& very desp roofcycu want zs long a slate as you can get, and as large a slate
as ycu can get to get a start away from the bottom, as we call it, and as you
€0 up to the top you finish up witn a, possibly, a six inch slate in disension
Courses, perhaps anytoing from twe foot six inches long. Pne normal slate is
roughly two feet dut you can get them two feot six inches or even three feet
long if you're lucky, and that's why the big slates are important. I% helps you
to get up tne roo! a bit, and then ar.cording to Row your sl.tes run cat when
you parted thes up if there's a lot of one sort you serilape go twe or three
courses acruss tie ruef or even three or .ven four, especlally in the shorter
ones, and there is une thiong ;eculiar tu o Collywestun, they're bedded with

a lime mortar. Years ago it used to be the Ccllywesten lime, which was burnt
and slaked and then knocked up with a thrale, waich was a lung handle with a
steel pin on tac end, and you used b thrash 4 :is mertar and use so much water
on it, =4 kep thrashing until you madz it s.rd of a - like & lumg of butter,
and it really would stand up on its cwn...wonderful mourta¥., If we have %o
take any slates If an cld roof we can always tell if it was Collyweston lime
because it dues take some snifting. It msre ur less goes back tu its normal
state - its original state. Nowadays we use a lime mortar with a little bi%
of sement added as a setting agent, and Collywest .n slates were bedded jues up
the veriizal (oint and along the horlzontal joint - not a lot — Just enough

to make the slates lay falrly even. And als . in original days...and Collywsston's
on & aill...and when they starited it helped to kesp out drifiing snow. Well
nowadsys with uwsing felt they don'd bother to point them, they iust 8pot bed
them and the felt does tne job, but i%'s a job we don't like, not the real
tradesmen. We like 1. pointed up 2nd well cut back as we call it, it makes s
bebtter Job.

Years sgo they used to haqg the slutes with wuoden pegs, vak pegs, and the lath
as we call 1% was riven oak. The oak, my father .sed tu tell ne, used . come
from King's Cliffe at a timber yard there, and it was a job in the winter when
taey wasa'd quarrying slates tu rive this oakx duwn to make thc battens a¥d of
course in those days there was n. nails as we kpow toen tiu=day, they were
 handmade nails made by tae blacksmith, more or luss pins. Nuwadays of cuurse
there's four or five hundred different varieties of nails. e use nails and
Thorn imported lath, deal lai:, usually treated with Protem or s me obier
preservative, but in the olden days it was Just tne ordinary riven latn fixed
with hlantamith’s made mails. and the sla:es were hun.: .o these laths. And
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even tne roof timbers, they were pegped together, because thers: wasn't any nails
big cno.gh, just tue udd ones, but if you lock at an old ruof you ean see where
they'll be pegeed together. If yuu gu To une of the Department of tie
“nvircnment, or winistry .f Works as it used to be called, on the ancient
monuments you can sec this. You can sce this work wiere the roof's all pegyed
togethcr. N nalls were alluwed. Nowadays its quicker t. use nails and nail
ticm to the ordinary imported lath. Alsc years age they sed tc fix a sione
ridging...ridged, and that used to ccme frum Weldon, and they used to fedoh it
in 2 uerse and card or a waggoun or a itrolley, and it was sawn, another Jjob that
used tc be dune in tne wintertime. And alsc they used tu make clay ridge tiles
&% Peterberough, \hittlesea, even at ° tanford, wHich more or less matohed +ne
colour of tne 3lating, Nowadays we're cuming down tu cunerete, counsrete and
stone don't really mix, its sumetihing that's artificial.

flethods of transperdt have altered in my time., %hey used tu borrow the farmer's
waggons and horses, and cart the slates tu wherever tne job. ‘“hey'@ perhaps be
gone & week 1T ihe journey was toirty or forty miles away. %They used tu go so
many niles a day and then put up at the local pudb, and toen gou on and +take the
load, and alsu coume back, and it was a well-known fact that tae hurses always
came back quicker than they wenb. I know they was loaded but onee a horse ot nis
nose pointed 0 home he was ina burry tu get back home. And of evurse s was the
driver. If ycu had a job a long way off you used tu take the slates down to

the neerest railway statiun and load them in trucks. For instance if you was
doing a jo¥ a% txford you'é load the slates on a fednesday and then go on the
Following londay hoping the slates had arrived. Its only abuub 72 miles from
Colliyweston, but it used to take three or four days, and then when you'a got them
there you had to get somebody to cart them frow the station up to ihe colleges,
or wherever in: job was, whici meant a lot mure handling, and tnen you hae bo
sort out and carry cut as I've tuld you before. Well now-days you ecan put

slates un a lorry and you can be therc in tw hours, and if iE was possible you
could have s:me of them on the same day, but it just snuus you hiow methuds of
transport heve changed in the last fiity years. Alsc, as a boy we had to cycle
tu work, and we was expected %0 be there at seven o'eclock in the merning, perheaps
have tuv cycle twelve miles, and if you was late you gut into trouble, and in my
owr: time we used L. put in about 47 hours a week, and I was putting slates on
for the princely sum of twelve snillings per week fur 47% hours, which works out
at aboui twopence an hour, or scacthing like t.at. Nowadays they want twice thatb
pay for une hour's weork, and if a motor's not there %o take tnem they don't gu

tCc work.

There's many fine old buildings about the ccuntry couvered witn Collyweston slate.
I might add that the Collyweston area, in fact Northamptonshire and a litdle bit
of Lincolnshire and Rutland was an area that was richly cneswed with everyt ing
it needed for house building. T+t had its stune gquarries all the way rcund -
Vansford, Barnack, Helmton, Weldon, Clipsham, Ketton - all guod building stons.
It had i%s timber, because i% was a furest azrea. It had its limestcne, which
they used %o burnm for its murtar. It had its sand quarries. It had its olay for
brickmeiling end ridge tile making - in faet - and it had Collywestun slate whaish
went well wit:. the stonework, and some of tie finest buildings in the country,
espeglally dhe eclleges of (xford and Cambridge, have been done with Collyweston
sizte., It's iravelled up as far as Wick, beyoend ™ick in Scotland, and down %o
Land’s End, all over the gcountry, and it even went tu America on one oceasion,
¥y Taiber went to do the jod. Andrew Carnegle, the fiunder of the Carnegie
Trust Fund was a Scot. He went to America and started the iron and steel works
out there, aud he also had an nglish partner, a man named rhidps, who after

a time and when he'd made some money had an Lnglish house build, and the material
went from the Collywestun-Stamford area, and the slates went from Collyweston,
and my father and anoiucr man went to put them un. . hen they g.t there they
wouldn't let them work because it was impurted labous, union trouvble, even in
thuse days. Anyway tie Yanks ocame along and tuok one lovk at this heap of rubbish
and walked away, and eventually father and his mate were allowed to fix them.
onetime affer a lady sent my Tfather a photugrapn of tnis house, Phipos' lansion,
which he kept fur a lung time, and then we nad it :levelouped in black and waite
and re=genilv at a araff axhibition in { kanf +rd 5 1adv ecame T, me and she said
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{ was ithere tur.e weews ane’s Lne'u been o merica, wnd toe Base s was Lp
w nb war Cellywest o slate', suu oo Lug dred oo b ¢ curat ro- Sh: ogon a i Doy -
P e Lold her tuet tae slates eas fros atleondeidra, 81l of eurrse thcre's

<t ame 8 ou. potceares op pletires .1 tuis “lace, suich is new a owblic suse.m and
@ vioce o park ground. It sort oo wade iy Jay etz 76 years ~ it had been done
¢ years agc, »nd 4 tnink it war still thor: was 8 sustning brot I felt ratic:
piend o Cullyweston itself ac a swall village - it never had until regently

‘a p.unlatiin of m.re than 4uy - but it alse was well=-konown for its pubs. It nac
SEVel pubs, aud I'm afraid the slatere in the vlden days were well known Ivr tueir
= a.% wnly for their siating work but also for toeir beer arinking ca_acities.

It wos a well-known thing fur sume of them to nave a gay or even a week on The
beer $ill they run .ot of Boley, ane Then they nad toe start to wourk,

e £ ¢n place as +oblandshire, ane set #&lly Loy caie ir om Cvllyweston, ang soe

Coliywest n stanas cn ovne of the nighest cinte in Rirthamptonshirs. !t glso nad
A periace muny bundred yrars ago. You can s3ill'sce tne old barn and the palace
SXUGL, e fisa ponds below, and in tho ralace gurden there is n sunuial which
& Very o od cxample. There is alsc one LI a house near th. cuurch Sates, but
it is sappised tu be - it's n.i accurate, Uncerneatn it said “I ray for n. man®,
The mein village strect used 4. lead diwn to tue maingntraxce and tnere's suime
“Mvery (1d aunses down tnere dating back to 1612 or even earlier. fhe New Kouad,
fucu i ove call it now cidn't oxist. it was done in ny grandfather's time when
MEL tere Llu £ work were set o Wurx un meking that New nuad, whicn cunnected
the valn  treet witn the Back Lane. They alsc c.nstricied tue present Kett in
Load dusn $e e bridge wrica went s. far down TJ Where there's a small plantation
of fur drees and then went off tu tue left to tue field we know as tne Rabbit
Burrcws, out it was considered i. be tue much of a pull s8¢ tue present Ketton Hoad
was c¢.notructed,

ne ot the beaudies of Collywest n slaling are their furned valieys. In tne
~tswolas they call tnem lace valleys, X¥EX but they're constructed differently.
oW a turned valley is where one ruof intersects with another, and yo: have to

Sera a valley o carry tue water. Its f .rmed Ly « centre slate, which ie known

as a gutterstone, and it has 2 slates, one cacn side, a le % anu a rignt, waicn are
twisted, inown as sidestones, t. make tre sweep in the velley. Its one of the
tricky bits of slating, aznd its really atiract.ove.
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Dowr Cullyvieston streed, Jurt below wheru 1r A stin lives therc vere fuur or five

v1d cutitares whien was rullea d wn many Jears age urd robuilt, ena it shows the
vertical slating o the depmer winaews. _une .nly thing: wite khad, it nus no frent

or. fhere's unly ome duoer to suaen Lhionse ant tney're at the vack, o whe front

deer's at tue back so t, epeal, b.t trat's a bpit 6f...well, s .se of the newest

v latest v.rk in Collywestin slate.

LD P LILk 1

A lot of our w.rk over tnie lest thirty Jears nas been at Bo.ghiun House near
Lettoring, the home of the Duke and Duchess of Buceleush, and it's g tremendcus
rlace - agres of slating, in fact I cnece said 45 the late Duke, I was talking
about roofs, and T said nopmallv We measurs a roof by dhe square, which is ten

% I said when we come %o Biughtun we always say we've got so
many neres to du, t's & ferrific great pluce und ne never forgut it, and if I
ran inty oim he'd say "iow Rany acres tols time (ir isyorn®. Eeally it's one of
ti. larg ot nouses in the area — & wunderfol sigut becauss tihere's a ot of
sthotewerk, a terrific lot Lf lzad work, and great big tiawbers in bu. rucfs, andg
tien f e.urse its clad wito Collywuston 83l lug, and tae cldges arc 211 1 _adwork.
It's going 1, be wpen to to.. blic i 1976, 5.1 be.py: well, ung i.e siable block,
#illcu we'rao looking at now, is Euvines & b ¢ uverted ind., toslebs nea rolrosihment
Tooms ana woat have y o, Pne feat o L F T stable bluek iv tuad if suo RSN TRENY
was bad tney eould exercice it nurses incids ith. . CoLEL o ouhe il

tew Loe sectl n of ruul we're leoking % there is wuan we caul Lwainsard ool
L has g vertigal i;viece Dotween s v Ll U wWlofd AS @ Lo o Lhor rowl un owiew
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top abuove tie load rull aod the Secdl n we're lucking at now is known uu the Hign
Favilion, waich is Lly the vuke's g artevs, aod on bl lef$hand side is tue
State Zovms.  RNow tuv 5%ury 1s tinat toere's twe wings stanu out like the High
Paviliun and %o vnc .o 4ns obier side is known as the infinisted Wing, whicih
nas all oo tup retas ¢ .mplete but tnere's not a midele floor in, and il used o
be a juke, and if y.. asked any of true estute men where Lhoy wers working shey
vsed tu suy tas Unfinished "ing. The state roume contain a very Ffine painted
eeiling - I d.n't krow if its Verdi or Verric - he scurd 5f laid on his back ani
vainted this, & w.nderf.l cciling. +Waere's thrze in Boughtun House, une in the
wgyrilan Hall acd one in encther small hall but the ovne in the :tate “dum, iis a
r:al bezuty, ard teal was a plece that was built .n by the first John Montegu -
ne ¢f tie Bucclever family. UTrey changed it nams eventually by marrisge, but

;uhn Hontagw, he was "“he Queen's representutive abrouad. ! think i. was in ohe
time of tue firet Queen Llizabeth. He was commisci ned v buy fine pictures and
tapestries, and whainot fur the reigning m.nareh, apd he bought them bud he kept
a lo. .f tirem fur himself, and £ r his sins he was found cut and he was banisbed
to Buughton, znd he started to buile tae MNurta front wnich includes the State
ftooms snd tue “nfinished “ing at the lefthand end and tuc Hign ravilion at the
right. It wnas a 1.t of colonnade underneath and il's one of the side entrances
to the houvse itself.

-
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The nouse nas 52 cnimneys, it nas 1¢ entrances, awnd it nas a wind.w for eaeh day
of the yzar, w.icn is anvtoer feature. I% has duzens of durmer wind.ws ard a
terrific lot of lead work. ft's a day s march to get up tu $tne plase. 1 .as
talking 1o Her Grace .nz day eand she was talking about the goud work we'd dune
there and new it wee adimired, snd I nappened to say “Yes, when I first came to
Bcuvutvn L was secarsd «& the plaee", and she sald "Youn scared of Buughbon iir
tshere®, and I said "Yes, but", L said “I've been cuming nere for nearly thirdy
years. I cume nere like cusing noume , and that g.ite pleased her, but I've gut
used to it and I know every inca of the roct now, but its a2 terrific place.

ocnce counted my steps from d own deluw t. where I was working on a sectiunm of
the rood ana there was 432 steps to whsre I wanted 1o be befure I eould start worke
That's anotoer sectivn of the roof part of Bougaton. tue leftinand sectiun is
tue U ower Huuse, whicn iv oe kome Lt The - Lur Lavid and Lady .- cobt. oir pavid
was a cousin of tuz late buke. 3Behind it was thne o0ld Brewuouse waere they used
to brew ithe deer. In years g u- by they used tu work f.r abuii a penny a day
and s, many pints of beer and tihen in betweern was ithe Lieward's House, aaod in
toe forefrony Is Alda Villas wner: tic cuildren sleep ohen the families are there.
The sectlion we're lovking at now, its the hest rrunt, wund the roof , the left nana
corner runaing away from us is the libracy, and the 1ittls roof runaing away froa
us is over what they call tie Fluower Gallery. That's on the “est srunt.

That picture snows how slates are laid on. Actually trat wasn't at Boughbon it
was et Lundle un tue old rectory, the house of the hiver Board, the Anglia Vater
Board nowadays. And then that shows y..1 again the Mansard roofs and those lead
rolls, When you first gu there and you nave to walk aloung that lead roll there
isn't a lot of flat, and there’s a drop of zbout sixty feet, its a bit wricky,
but onege youu get nsed to it you can vrot along there., It doesn't bodher you atb
all except when it's windy. Taat shows you it muming away from you. %There's
=ry little flat - but that's over the tate Houms and going away %o the Aida
Yillas and the Dower House.

Ll

That shows you the various courses, how the7're laid on and how they're graded.
You start with the big unes and you get tue smaller ones at the top.

Now this is Oundle School. This is a gay-ze-bo or gazebo — just depends what
schocl you went tou, but they were erscted usually uvn the ouiside wall of & tuwn

vr a village and they were used as lo.k~out tuwers by tioe ladies. 4Yhey used 1o go
up tnere a.d wateh fur thelr husbanas or sweetihcarts comin_ bacik fr m wither
hunting or from battle, There's twu at vunale. Hhe festure of that wne it's

a square - starts off at a square base t¢ tne roof and Iinishes up with a rownd
tope It's uvne of Hhe trickiest bits of slat.ng we've haa to du, but we've done

it. And that is the tundle ehucl Chapel, uhloh was dune just befure I started.

T e wmrowmls? s ek T e o b el Blew LPtl o o e omebed o I o T - o x
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2 oLi®re Ravi be Tuok diner,
sirn Lrek oo detont on o goais 1t spoeg LR dovid oo lady  CoLE'S L aldeils  dew waen 1
12:6% went be Brere L.at wal knosn oo ton illuecress, o d o boe lole 1ady Ceett oand Jir
evia suot . o make it int. a garden. - ir David .eoty it e autnority on stk aud
T shertew Bo durs o oarden.  Pafortunctely wsad; eott aled and o Few yoars ago o

£ Werlu's
they've s

carricd Yalerie rivnasy, woo is
S o garden fanstic, and
vlanted luts of shrubs, and

: - it's really lovely tu gu e
Sow tials io osoosetiadn g Gifferect. Wh
1o part f the old
wicsaw tuae apale drop OEF

fo wher. - i%

ot B b
i S SO 5]
[
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t.rn Just tside oi Grantham, and vn one of
Guadhe s 2 RE0 we was working there we got oz lct
Tuere Wil wukes ol baioburgh cawe Lo

tuc area, weica met oa tae schoul premises,

We Wer's wul'kln,

=F tae one bonat buze fentleman saw Tue aopple drop off - it wes &

CXerd
rit of made litlle walke am ng the irees
they've got tnowrands of

¢ tree -

T3
Wil

end during thc da, he case up T
- and the lawn...ne planted a tree wailch was & ppuzad tou be & replica

A reeK.ry anud alpine nlanue,

alpine olants and made litile

cld Foxoatb King's bebedd at Granthewm,
g Schoul, and it's vhere luiaac lewiton was 1t

it's wnere ne was ed.cabed. He @as
windowsills inside ue carved uis

Als. while ae

\
. Fonhra e ®
CI- VIG1IHWIS .

whare

+

Kentisn - I can't

spember G pname of whiat it was buv anyway the tree was planted, and he caid= and
P

r T

st a Tow spadesfil of suil round it and we

all stuod ruund - not amuzny pe.ple. I

sliays rem mper niw saying "If I know anything about this tree it'll be dead by the

entt I tne wveek".

scaiftf.ldinz frum tane street side inbc this zarden, and w.e.
one ofF the men pinched tiils tree and tock it back
.as able to trace it tu where he lived, and Yound it in ais
9 for nis trouble when he was summoned and the tree came 0ack aga.ile
here it was my birthday, and I'd been workin: at the trade for exactly
years, and I was pulling my chap's leg that the Duke of ndinburgh was cuming

next day,

Iwas

Auyway, we had a scaffolding firm, they came tu move the

they'd finished, o.nly the
to Nobtingnam , and they

garden. 1t cust nia
Also wnile
Hu
tu see

me belng as it was my pirthday, and during tue afternoon I went away from the job and
I came back aguin and my chap said "te're naving a party tuis afteravon" and tie

Leadmaster's wife and tihe covk of the schcol
k4

they set a birtaday party vut on tae

lawn wn tae very table where the Duke hnad signed Tuc book and 1 thougint 11 was very
nice uf them, but it made mwy day and my tifstietu yzar in the trade.

Phat shows a mudern bungalow eh Stamford Aoad bullt of Gtamford briecxk with a

Coullywast:n re .

~"+at is s.ae more secti.ns of the Boughtoen ‘‘cuse ruoi. A4s
very ewtd pactegreaph.

cyts ana shapes aud ncet s

i czi see there's all

Yuu

How this is un: of the old pubs ia Ccllywestin known as tne Enginesr Inn — not used

nLvadays, e cnly have one pub.

It ased to b.. tne Slater's Aras but unfourtunately

the nzme's been chanzed 6 the Cavalier, ano the Llater's Arms.....bub anobtuer tiiing,

1 aun't khow off-hand of & slater tnzt uses pubs nowadays.

for s.me ressoen or oiner.

Now bthe building we're locking at there is the Lyddingion Bede Houses.
bishcp!
of lLincoln, and the bubtitcm rcums were sort of

t¢ the Lord .xeter family. It was alse &

live in thas sort of dungeun like pluces years

touk it over and ithey carried out a lot of bui
It°s a lovely old buildiang built o
sandedone - twe or taree different colours, various beds £ stone.

re~roof it

Lyddington. Aud at tie curner of the grounds

suzebe, conical in shape, which we re-slated in 1975,
locking at it tr.m ancther way - ¢.ite attractive.
Lyddiangton has I tuink ever

in tiie distance.

How this is the old

«elsh House in Noerthamptun.

toey've gone heebotal

I It belouged
cp's pelace, ¢ mnected with the Bishop
almshouses. The old pevple used %o

azo. “ell then the Hinisitry of Works
iding repairs, and we were asked %o
£ Lyddingston stone, which is a
That's at
A the Bedehcouses ther 's ancther
and that's anstoer pleture
Ti zlse shows a tnatched roof
ruol under the sun, including Collywestn

A% tne tip rightnand curner oi the

- Bl € e
market they've dene a re-aevelopument scneme, and 1a that curner was an ola stoungbuilt

aouBe, Xnown as the old Yelsh Houvse.

<hen tioe: pulled all tie bulldings down i%

was 2 conditi n that this house she 1d be built in its original furm. & very

attractive lucking building vito a s.rt f botile gable suds

bo Loz doLmsl eladuws.

I think they're Flemisn I unoerstand lan dedign ant we Were abico tv re-slate i%,
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which we did im 1975. At the back of t.at is a cuncretejungle, overhead car parks
auld suupping arcades auwd toat. °nere’s avthiag very pretity in Northaapion I .
wewld say. Uhis is one or tue best bits im Northempion. Hot far away if a round

chureh whieii 18 sionebuilt and it's Collyweston slated, and I've wurked on tnat
In yesrs goiie DY.

Nuw that is Caythurpe Court. It's newer Cranwell in Lineulnshire., 1% was a
orivate residence and it was slated by my grandfatier as a young lad in the l8bus
o @ oo $ime. Fhat we'lre lucking at now is the . table bloek or the main clock
tower ard the stables ran cach way tnree sides of a couriyard. Hecently, in the
last few years, it's been taken uver by the Hesteven Agricultural Cullege, and 1%
has been cunverted iniu lecture blueks and st .dent accomnodati n - a lovely
beilding, and we've been connecied with that place ever since it was oulld and we
2%ill - we was working bhere last year, Just un thne oca repairs. Thai's
Caythorpe, noar Cranwell.

Now we're lo.king at-Triangular Lodge which is about eighteen miles from Colly-
weston. Y .ot gu thruugh Courby and it's the right hana side f Kettecing. I% was
built by Themas Thesham and the Treshams weres .ne of the instigaturs .t tae
Cunpowder flot, and they lived - they had a bouse near Keitering known as Ddewbon-
le-¥illows wiiech alsou had 2 double doveood, which is mist unusual. It's a lovely
bit of work. It's on the corner in ithe Duke .f Buccleucin's estate, na0 welve
re-rcofed it before the DL touk it cover and we re-roofed the Yriangular Lodge
for the ¥.7 - tue Hinistry of %Sorks tuen, and it's built in he shape of a
triangle, And he had & surt of a religicus mania, everytuing bad to be built

in a trinity of three. There's three »f everytaing, windovs, p.nnacles, gebles,
duors = it's all done in three. And that is part »f tushton Hell abhere he veed
to live. It's & very olé building. It cates back tuv 16.. ! think it is. Its
1624, Ti's now the home of foe Huyel National Institate for tne Blind and e
have the care of that rouof, and we was working there recently and there’s lots

of blind children bthers, anc we oiten grumblile abuut tnis, thad Z=a and bhe

other but it was remarkable. “These cnildren, altatugn the, were blind and
conldn't see a thing, they was 28 happy as zandb.ys. It made you thiack a bit.

Now tiis is a bit of uld stamford, bettosm of St. 3artin's oppesite tae Geurge
Hotel., %e re-roufed that buildin some verrs s£c. It shivws tne dormers, which is
a2 feature of -tamford, and a2 very o 1d psrt f “tasf rd. 1t zls. shows you a

bow winduowed shop front, which is anctier bit of old Stamford.

Now that's taken from the other way on louking down tue kill, and it shows you
~ the old gibbet running acriss Ut Fartin's with the Geirge iditel sign atbtacu.d
~to it, and it shows tne old shop — they've been there muny years.

Now in this last year or twu an attempt bas been made tu see if Collyweston slabe
could »ne svlit by ardificial means, but the Buildin. “escerci: pecple at watfurd
have had a gu — it tovk 'em over a yesr to pruduce a repori and alihough they said
they thought it could be done they couldn't say what they soowght it woald eust

4o €o i% or anything, and ancther firm - t.ck them the log tuere 1. try and they
elso ook sume He the RBritish Adrcraft Corporation - they have special tools for
sesting mebtsl under frosty and wintry conditi-ons - and the’ didn't succeed.

fle = British uxygen came %o us and said couulda they have a try with liguid nitrogen.
¥ell they cerieinly split it but they shattered it in all direedions, so thal was
no good, Well then another gentleman came and he took it tu a  wuliry freezing
poant and they had a go, and he brought it baok and it didn't seem very succsscful,
but the bit we're looking at nuw was unc of tuem, and I had & lock at it cne dg
and I thought,"Well I'm sure there's a c¢live in there" and I was able to produce
one or two slates, and I dressed them up and holed thnem and rruduced the first

two slates to 9 made By artifieial means. In the meantime 1 also gub a cuuple

of bits of log and I - with or witheut my wife's permicsiun ~ I put it in the

deep freeze, and I in'd and ocut'd it fur cvery three or four icirs and put it
under the hot tap and put it back again in polythene bags, and I was lucky enough
4o produce — it worked really well., uhether it°ll be develuped ur n.t we dun'i
know. The Men of the Ltunes of . vamford, are cusop rating with the trade, and alsc
ilr Bernerd Fielding, tre well-knoen arcaitect. He's dcing what he can % furm

a trust to preserve the Cullywestun trade, and if pussible iu get guvernmentd help
+ . oan the +rnads entno alta-, ok neesse..nre and all ine wlo r oral eraffts. But
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custly or nut is ¢ be seen.

The Blece we're louking at is a piece d.nc by the normal freezing which we
quarried in 1967. You can see the clives in that. Mind ¥ou that was a ¥it

of kind. It was fairly straight-grained, and if that woildn't split well n.thing
would., And now I'm just 1 dicating s me slates that T split by artificial

w2an8.  And tnat shews tae size Uf tiae slates. That one in particular is

abuvut threc feed six incaes t2ll and about wwenty-four or twenty-six inches

wide, and yusz can alsu see the varisis fossils in - bits T srnell.

Lnfortunately that's g.t broken.

dow that's tone finish of my story.

Robert - .sborm
Collywestun
Lpril 1576



